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through Trhom the latter had reached the throne. In gratitude
Arghun gave him high titles of honour and appointed him
head of the entire administration of the empire.1
This Buqa became the most powerful man in the empire,
and according to Bar Hebraaus 2 became " so high and mighty
in the kingdom that even the princes and the princesses . . .
the captains of the armies of the Mongols used to come and
submit to him ". At the tide of his power Buqa appointed
his brother Aruq chief <£ of the financial administration of
'Iraq and Diyar Bekr "33 or, in the version of Bar Hebraeus,
''' over all the countries of Babil and Adherbaijan and Beth
Xahrln/' 4
All sources 5 describe the reign of terror of these two
brothers, the oppression of the subject as a result of their
extortionate methods of tax collection, and their ruthless
enrichment of themselves at the cost of the treasury during
their six years of office.6 " About the affairs of Arghun they
were negligent and they occupied themselves with the
collection of riches and horses and gold and silver and
treasure/' states Bar Hebrseus. Ibn al-Fuwati also gives a
detailed picture of the mismanagement of 'Iraq brought about
by Aruq and Qutlugb Shah,7 the Governor he had appointed
over Baghdad. Bad harvests, famine, sickness, nigh prices,
and brigandage weighed heavily on the population. In addi-
tion there were unfortunate experiments with the currency,
the abolition of the copper coinage and the striking of a new
silver coin, frequent changes in the value of the dirham
1 Ibn al-Fuwati, v 436 : A^Jr j»j£ iJl  J~^j -
» Loc. cit., p. 477, fol. 560.
» Ibn al-Fuwati, pp. 437 ff.
*	Ix>c. cit.
5 Wassaf, fol. 1976, Rashid ad-IDin, fol. 149fr-152a, Bar Hebraeos,
p. 47S, f. 56O, Ibn al-Fuicati, p. 437, give detailed accounts of Buqa and
Aruq which do not need to be quoted here.
*	According to Raahid ad-Din, foL 1496, Aruq annually retained a sum
of 500 tomans from the taxes for himself.
7 It was this Qutlugh Shah who caused Sa'd ad-Danla's transfer to
Tabriz.

